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Ités not widely known, but there are still about 1, 50C
pilot light continuously, but at dusk the timers fitted move a lever, which opens a valve to open the gas sup-

ply, which lights up the mantles. Although they do not need lighting every night, the timers need adjusting

every fortnight to allow for changing daylight hours. In addition the mechanisms need to be wound and

checked, the glass polished and the mantles replaced. This is the work of a team of five engineers from

British Gas.

Survival of the gas lamps is also a tribute to English Heritage, which has protected and restored them.
When a lorry drives into a lamp it is re-cast and replaced just as it was. The
gas lights glow with a soft parchment coloured light, as distinct from the
harsh white light generated by the electric fittings that have replaced them.

Some of the gas lights are approaching 200 years old as can often be seen
from the royal cipher, t he earlie‘g,t? 3 ==h i s #f
king from 1820 i 1830. The most recent lamps were installed near to the f
Queen Mother statue which was dedicated in 2009.

This 7 km walk around
central London starts at
. the post office in Eccleston =
* Place SW1, near to Victo-
ria Station. As well as visit-
ing many familiar tourist
sites, the walk highlights a =
wide variety of gas lamps. 7—'
From the post office cross |
Eccleston Place and walk |
along Ecclestan Street to
the next junction, where you turn left along Buckingham

Palace Road. Continue along the left side, crossing sev-

er al roads. You reach the fABag ¢
cross Lower Grosvenor Place. Continue a few yards to

the gated entrance to Buckingham Place Mews, opposite the Rubens Hotel. Each side of the gates, on the

Buckingham Palace Road kerbside are our first gas lights.

These lights have rather special gold tops and are each side of the gated entrance to Buckingham Palace
Mews, opposite Rubens Hotel.

Gas lamps by Canada Gate entrance to Green Park, on the palace gateposts, and on the wall of the palace itself...
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A little further along Buckingham
Palace Road a less elegant gas
lamp is visible just inside the public §
| entrance to The Royal Mews, above |
the gateway.

Continue along the side of the pal-
. ace grounds, the road becomes
+ Buckingham Gate. Look out for nu-
| merous gas lights visible in the ar-
© eas of the palace without public ac-
cess as well as on the gateposts.
Walk round to the, usually crowded,
front of the palace.

_Iﬁside the Royal Mews

Attractive gold and black gas lamps adorn the security gated
. entrances on the roadway to the
area, and there are lamps on the
palace gateposts and on the palace
walls. The main palace entrances
are surmounted by impressive fit-
tings each comprising five lamps.

Once youbve fini
palace lights go around the Victoria

memorial (note the
_ very attractive lights
- to left of the memo-
- rial on the Canada &
Gate  ceremonial #*
entrance to Green 3
Park) and onto the
path along the left
hand side of The
Mall. A few yards °
along The Mall take |
the first path to the
left.

This path goes through Green Park. All along the left side are gas lights. But look
to your right: the first building you can see is Lancaster House, site of The Lon-
don Economic Summit Conference, shown on the 31p stamp in 1984. A better

: view of the building does not appear
1

p— 1 available, since there is significant secu-
ECONOMIC SUMMIT 31? 1 rity in this area, perhaps explained as the
1984

building next to Lancaster House is Cla-
rence House, official residence of the
Prince of Wales.

If you want to explore this area further,
you can continue along the path until you &}
reach a small iron gate on the right, at the B
end of the low railings, immediately be-
fore the railings become much higher. Go
through the gate (gas light to your right)
and up the steps. The path leads though
to the gas lit, Cleveland Row. Note secu-
4 rity around the entrance to Stable Yard,
this being the way to Clarence House
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you came and turn to the left.

LANCASTER HOUSE

q

3 When ready, return to the Mall, the way
q

q
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There are gas lights all along The Mall
on this left side although the right side
has electric lighting. As mentioned be-
fore, you can often tell the age of the
— lamps from the royal cipher as shown
- here.

Walk about 550m along The Mall to the
King George VI and Queen Elizabeth
Memorial.

Note the modern gas lights here (image

on next page). The memorial to the

-+ Queen Mother, who died in 2002 aged

101, was unveiled by HM The Queen in

Vory | ' 2009. The Royal family specified that

- gas lights were to be used. The memo-

George IV 1826 1830 William 1V 18300 1837 rial cost £2M, and was funded by the

issue of a £5 coin produced by the

Royal Mint to celebrate the Queens 80™ birthday. This must have been a better finance option, if you were
in the army, than that adopted in 1827, see below.

Continue another 200m along The Mall to the Duke of York Column. Turn left, noting the gas lights either
side at base of the steps, and walk up to the 38m high column.

When the Duke of York died in 1827 the entire Br
which was completed in 1834. The Duke of York was the second son of King George lll, and he was proba-
bly the subject of the nursery rhyme. He was commanderi in-Chief of the British Army during the French
Revolutionary Wars and the Napoleonic Wars. His one field command of significance was the Flanders
Campaign of 1793i 4, which resulted in the heavy defeat at the Battle of Tourcoing (1794), followed by his
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British Gas engineer making adjustments to a gas light on The Mall
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King George VI and Queen Elizabeth Memorial.

recall to England. Flanders
having something of a repu-
tation for being flat, the spe-
cific location of the "hill" in
the nursery rhyme has been
hypothesized to be the town
of Cassel which is built on a
hill which rises 176 metres
(about 570 feet) above the
otherwise flat lands of Flan-
ders in northern France. Carlton House Terrace

Just past the column
you come to Carlton
House Terrace, ex-
plore both left and
right as there are
very old gas lamps
on each side. When
youbve see
proceed along Water-
loo Place, going
away from the col-
umn.

Duke of York Column

Immediately in front of
you, at the first junction, with Pall Mall, are statues of Florence Nightin-
gale and Sidney Herbert, and the 1861 Guards Crimean War Memo-
rial

Turn left from Waterloo Place, along Pall Mall. Cross Carlton Gardens
and continue to the end of the next building, 100 Pall Mall, now ser-
viced office accommodation.
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SRt _ This is where in Pall Mall, the first use of gas street lighting in the

- world was demonstrated, by Frederick Winsor in June 1807. Win-

FREDERICK ; sor, originally Friedrich Albrecht Winer, was a German inventor,
WINSOR who became one of the pioneers of gas lighting in Britain. He

1763 -1830

GAVE THE WORLD'S FIRST \ founded the Gas Light and Coke Company, which grew to eventu-
DEMONSTRATION OF STREET | B ally be the basis of the North Thames Gas Board, but he returned
SIS RS W/  to France to establish a, less successful, company in Paris, where
LOCATED HERE ‘ he died in 1830. A green plague here by the Institution of Gas Engi-

JUNE 1807 ¢~ neers and Managers commemorates the demonstration.
E  Retrace your steps and continue along Pall Mall. After about 400m
you reach Trafalgar Square. Proceed along the North Side, by the

National Gallery.

There are gas lights at the two
exits from the National Gal-
lery. The main entrance is g
around the corner in St Mar- | §
tinds Pl ace.
mention other gas lighting in
Trafalgar Square, but | have
been unable to find any other
gas lights, although some
electric lights may well be in
converted gas fittings.

Turn left out of Trafalgar
Squar e, and cr
Place to the Edith Cavell Me-
morial, after St Martin in the
Fields church. ;

Edith Cavell was a British
nurse from Norfolk. She was
matron at Berkendael Medical ==
Institute in Brussels when |
the First World War broke £
Q\!chggf},'},ﬂgggm i#  outin 1914. In addition to

, 4 . nursing soldiers from both
- sides, she assisted some |
~ 200 Allied soldiers escape
- from  German-occupied
~ Belgium. She was ar-
- rested in August 1915,
_ court-martialled, found
guilty of treason, and shot by a German firing squad on 12
- October 1915. Her story was used in British propaganda as
- an example of German barbarism and moral depravity.

Although Cavell's sister, Lilian Wainwright
suggested no monuments should be &
erected, funds for a public memorial were
raised by a committee chaired by Viscount
Burnham, owner of the Daily Telegraph,
together with the Lord Mayor of London,
the Bishop of London, and the chairman of ‘4
London County Council. Sculptor Sir
George Frampton accepted the commis-
sion in 1915, but declined any fee.

William IV Street is just beyond the Cavell
memorial. The Trafalgar Square post of-




fice further along William IV Street used to be famed as it was then open

24 hours per day, and was crowded on the nights of new stamp issues,

¥ when collectors wanted to be amongst the first to acquire them.

Cross William IV Street, and wal k al ong

Keep a close look out for, and turn right into the very narrow alleyway

Goodwindés Court. I f you reach Mr Foggb
Row, youbve gone a little too far.
The attractive Goodwin| 1S gas
L but is more famed as the inspiration for Diagon |
1 Alley in Harry Potter. |
Wal k through Goodwinds| turn
the end into Bedfordbury, then almost immedi- |
. ately right into New Row. Spot the gas light on |
Goodwi nds Coruirgtht opposite fAThe Ro At t

tion with Garrick Street cross over into King
Street, this has modern gas lights.

Above no 31, Sandro, on the left, by the |

gas |ight, thereds a blue plaque f
composer Thomas Arne. Thomas Arne 1710 i 1778, wrote the

patriotic song Rule Britan-
nia, a version of God
Save the King, which be-
came the British national
anthem, and the song A-
Hunting We Will Go. Arne
was a leading British
theatre composer of the
18th century, working at e
Drury Lane and Covent ]
Garden. Arne is buried at
St Pauls Church, Covent
Garden, see below, where
he has a memorial plaque.

INIGO JONES 1573-1652

JoUFISop/109 Y018

BAPTIZED IN THIS CHURCH
CHURGHYARD

At the end of King Street
you are at Covent Garden Piazza. Tur
and right again into the garden.

There are many blue painted gas lamps, although some are in
need of restoration. The church, known as the actors church
through its long association with the theatre community, was de-
signed by Inigo Jones. It is recognisable from the stamp issued in
1973 for the 400" anniversary of his
birth, although it has been substan-
tially altered and restored since its
completion in 1633. Originally there
were six or seven steps leading up to
the portico, but these disappeared as
the level of the Piazza was raised

over the years. Samuel Pepys noted in his diary on May 9", 1662, the first

"ltalian puppet play" under the portico 6 the first recorded performance of

"Punch and Judy", a fact commemorated by the annual MayFayre service in

May, and a plaque outside the church. The artist J. M. W. Turner and drama-

tist Sir William S. Gilbert (of Gilbert and Sullivan fame) were both baptised at

St Paul's.

After you finish exploring the church and garden turn right in the Piazza and
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